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Cultivation Practices of Gram

Chickpea/ Bengalgram/ Gram/ Chana is an important pulse crop of
India. It is a member of the legume, pea, or pulse family. Gram is a
protein-rich supplement to cereal-based diets.

Field Preparation:

The field should have loose tilth and good drainage. The stubble and
debris from the previous crop should be removed as these can harbor

the pathogens that cause root diseases, such as collar rot.
Seed Rate &Treatments:
Strictly follow seed treatment with 2 gm Thirum + 1 gm Carbendazim

or Carboxin(Vitavex) 2 g/ kg to control wilt & root rot; Insect-Pest:
Thiamethoxam 70 WP @ 3 g/kg seed; Culture & Micronutrient:
Rhizobium 5 g + PSB 5 g/kg of seed & after that apply Molybdenum 1
g/kg/ of seed. Seed Rate should be 60-80 kg/ha in case of Desi Gram
Fertilizer and Manure :

Fertilizer requirements depend on the nutrient status of the field, and
thus, vary from field to field. Therefore, the doses of fertilizers should
be determined based on the results of soil test.

Total quantities of N, P and K should be given as a basal dose. The
generally recommended doses for chickpea include15- 20 kg nitrogen
(N) and 50-60 kg phosphorus (P) per ha. If soils are low in potassium
(K) an application of 17 to 20 kg/ ha K20 is recommended.

Water Management :

Chickpea is mostly sown as a rainfed crop. However, where irrigation

facilities are available, give a pre-sowing irrigation. One irrigation at
branching and one at pod formation stage. Excess of irrigation

enhances vegetative growth and decreased yield.
Weed management :
Chickpea is a poor competitor with weeds at all stages of growth.

Mechanical and/or manual weeding can be done where wide row
spacing is used. One hand weeding or inter-culture with hand hoe or
wheel hoe at 25-30 days after sowing

Pest and diseases:

The important diseases of Chickpea are Collar rot, Sclerotinia stem rot,
Botrytis Grey Mold, wilt, Dry root rot. Important pests are cut worm
and pod borer. Farmer has to decide the integrated pest management

according degree of infestation with expert suggestions.
Harvesting:
Crop become ready for harvest when leaves begin to fall, stem and

pod turn brown or straw in colour and seeds are hard and rattle (most
important) with 15% moisture inside them. The clean seed should be

sun dried for 3-4 days to bring their moisture content at 9-10%.
Note: his information is based on experiences from government

research centers. Changes may occur depending on weather and
soil, which are beyond our control.
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